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John 21:15-17 NIV     15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me 
more than these?"       “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”       Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”   16 Again Jesus 
said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”       He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”       Jesus said, “Take 
care of my sheep.”       17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”       Peter was hurt 
because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”       
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 
Matthew 10:37-38 NIV   37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who 
loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me 
is not worthy of me." 
 
1. Godʻs Love 
John 3:16 NIV   For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. 
Psalm 103:8-13 NIV   8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  9 He will not always 
accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; 10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our 
iniquities.  11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; 12 as far as the 
east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
13 As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; 
 
2. Our Love for God 
Matthew 22:37-40 NIV  37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 
Matthew 6:33 NIV   33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
 
3. Working to Get There 
Luke 7:41-47 NIV   41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the 
other fifty. 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will 
love him more?”       43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.”       “You have judged 
correctly,” Jesus said.       44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into 
your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her 
hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did 
not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been 
forgiven—as her great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” 
Matthew 5:23-24 NIV   23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or 
sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then 
come and offer your gift. 
1 John 4:19-21 NIV   19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is 
a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not 
seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 
 
4.  Freely Give 
Ephesians 4:32 NIV   32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you. 
Matthew 24:45-46 NIV   45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of the 
servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be good for that servant whose master 
finds him doing so when he returns. 
 
 
5.  Inspiration 
Romans 8:28 NIV    And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose. 
 
 


