
 

Casual Christian - Ray Flores, August 3, 2025                                                                                                                  

2 Timothy 3:5 (NIV)   “Having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such 
people.”                                                                                                                                                                              

Casual Christianity looks spiritual but lacks surrender. It knows the songs, the verses, and attends the 
services—but it refuses to obey Christ fully. It is lukewarm, self-deceiving, and spiritually dangerous.     

Matthew 7:21–23 (NIV)    “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, 

did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many 
miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’”                          

Romans 12:2 NIV    

What Are the Signs of a Casual Christian? 

No Hunger for God’s Presence No personal time in prayer, the Word, or worship. They rely on secondhand 
spirituality.   John 14:27 (NIV)   “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 

No Spiritual Power 

 They talk about faith but live defeated.  2 Timothy 3:5 (NIV)   “Having a form of godliness but denying its 
power. Have nothing to do with such people.” 

Compromise with the World 

 They want Jesus but don’t want to give up sin.  James 4:4 (NIV)    “You adulterous people, don’t you know 
that friendship with the world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the 
world becomes an enemy of God.” 

Jesus' Warning Luke 14:25-27, 33 (NIV) “25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he 
said: 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—
yes, even their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple.  27 And whoever does not carry their cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple.”                                                                                                                                  
"33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my disciples." 

The Way Back: God’s Mercy Luke 15:17–24 (NIV) “17 When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my 
father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my 
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. But while he 
was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw 
his arms around him and kissed him. The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against 
you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best 
robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s 
have a feast and celebrate. For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they 
began to celebrate.” 

Marks of a Faithful Disciple -Total Surrender  Luke 9:23 (NIV)   “Whoever wants to be my disciple must 
deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me.” 

Walking in the Spirit  Galatians 5:22–25 (NIV)   “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  Since we live by the 
Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.” 



 

 

Bearing Fruit and Making Disciples  John 15:5 (NIV)   “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in 
me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” 

Matthew 28:19–20 (NIV)   “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Daily Practices to Grow from Casual to Committed 

The Word of God  John 8:31–32 (NIV)   “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you 
will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

Prayer  Luke 5:16 (NIV)   “But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.” 

Holiness and Repentance  Romans 12:1–2 (NIV)   1 “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper 
worship.  2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

Fellowship  Hebrews 10:24–25 (NIV)   24“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds,  25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

Obedience  John 14:15 (NIV)   “If you love me, keep my commands.” 

Isaiah 55:6–7 (NIV) “Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake 
their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, and 
to our God, for he will freely pardon.” 

Call to Repentance  Hebrews 3:15 (NIV)   “As has just been said: ‘Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden 
your hearts as you did in the rebellion.’” 

Don’t settle for powerless Christianity. Repent. Return. Be restored. Jesus is calling you back to 
Himself—fully, deeply, and eternally. 
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