
 

 

Good Soil, Noble Character – Pastor Ed Crenshaw, April 10, 2022 
INTRODUCTION: We want our hearts to be good soil for God’s Word, so that it can produce the abundance of life God 
has for us.  

 
THE PARABLE OF THE SOILS 

First, Jesus told the crowd this parable: 
Luke 8:5–8 (NIV)5 “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path; it was 
trampled on, and the birds ate it up. 6 Some fell on rocky ground, and when it came up, the plants withered because they 
had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked the plants. 8 Still other seed fell on 
good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown.” When he said this, he called out, 
“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 

  

Later on, he tells his disciples the meaning of the parable: 
Luke 8:11–15 (NIV)11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those along the path are the 
ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be 
saved. 13 Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. 
They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who 
hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not mature. 15 But 
the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering 
produce a crop.  

 

I. SAME SEED, DIFFERENT RESULTS  
II. AN EXAMPLE FROM ACTS 17 

Acts 17:10–12 (NIV84)10 As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. On arriving there, 
they went to the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they 
received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was 
true. 12 Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women and many Greek men.  

     A. MORE NOBLE CHARACTER: Examples from history 
     B. THEY RECEIVED WITH “GREAT EAGERNESS” 

     C. THEY EXAMINED THE SCRIPTURES 
III. APPLICATION:  

     A. WE SHOW WE ARE GOOD SOIL BY PRODUCING A HARVEST (Luke 8:8, 15) 
     B. ARE WE INFLUENCING OTHERS?  

     C. HAVE WE GIVEN UP ON OTHERS? 
 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION OR DISCUSSION: 
1. What are the four kinds of soil that Jesus identifies in Luke 8? 

2. Why does the same Word of God have a different impact on different individuals?  
3. What was the difference between the Thessalonians and the Bereans? How might the history of the spread of the 
Word in Hawaii be like the Bereans? 

4. Have you given up on anyone who might really be ready for the Word of God? 

5. Is your heart good soil for God’s Word? Are you producing a harvest for God? 
 

NEXT STEPS: 
For my next steps I will: 

1. Memorize Mana Christian ‘Ohana’s Scripture of the month: Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The 
one who believes in me will live, even though they die.’ John 11:25 NIV 

2. Read the Mana Christian ‘Ohana assigned readings for this week (go to https://manachristianohana.com/bible-
reading-plan/).  

3. Invite someone to church for Easter Sunday.  
 


